
 
 

 
 
Julie in New Zealand tull: 
 
There are issues on Pitcairn in regards our Human Rights laws and potential changes to the make up of Council and 
voting rights.  I did not include these kinds of news in the last two newsletters but they are current issues and therefore 
news which I feel needs to be told.  So I have devoted the last part of this newsletter to the proposed changes in our 
Human Rights laws as well as the Charter proposed by the Commissioner and the issues involved.   This means this 
newsletter is a couple of pages longer than the other two. 
 
Selected sections of ���������	
��  including attachments i.e. Charter and Human Rights proposals may be read from 
time to time on Mikes Pitcairn web site www.onlinepitcairn.com.   
 
 
 
THE JACK OF ALL TRADES AND MASTER OF THEM 
ALL – OUR PASTOR RAY: 
 
In the photo Pastor is a road maker.  I wonder what he 
looks like as a DJ or a broken electric tool fixer upper or a 
TV aerial – just a few of his many talents?   
 
Pastor Ray has achieved success in what he came to 
Pitcairn for, to preach the Word of God to his 
congregation.  He has done more than that.  He preaches 
in a way that is not preaching.  He judges without being 
judgmental.  Many times I’ve heard that his sermons are 
very topical to the past weeks happenings, it certainly 
makes you listen and reflect.   
 
His visits to Bobs Valley have achieved miracles.   Mum 
said one of the Bobs Valley guys told her he was reading 
the Book of James and he can see a lot of himself in 
James.  Pastor what an achievement. 

 
PASTOR (kneeling left front) AS A ROAD MAKER-JUNE 2006 

 

 
Pastor broadcasts a 24 hour music station with, I understand, the Governors blessing.  Sabbath starts at sunset on 
Fridays and ends at sunset on Saturdays.  Adventists don’t usually listen to secular music on their Sabbath but one 
Friday night the DJ’s sunset clock was much, much slower than the official sunset time.  At 10 pm that Friday night 
the Bobs Valley five were singing away to the country music when the station went off air, suddenly, to be returned 
shortly with gospel music. On Pastors next visit to Bobs Valley, with huge grins on their faces, they gave him an 
unholy ribbing. 
 
Pastor has achieved so much in helping to bring unity and healing to our small community. 
 

 
 
 
 

 
UCKLUN TULL UN DEM TULL 
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PITCAIRN IN BLOOM – WILD LILLIES GROWING ON THE SIDE OF 

 THE ROAD 
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Kari Young in Sugar Cane patch – 
cutting cane  

Dave Brown leaving cane patch 
with loaded trailer  

 
Sugar Cane mill preparing to crush 
the cane  

 
Jay Warren – crushing cane Carol and Nola skimming molasses 

 
Meralda, Darralyn and Mike – the 
finished product 

 
TUESDAY, 7 AUGUST 2007 WAS  SUGAR CANE PROCESSING AND MOLASSES DAY 
 
Such hard work, cutting the cane, crushing the cane to get the juice out, and then boiling the juice in a large 
oblong pan over an open furnace.  The worst part is skimming the scum from the top of the pan near boiling point 
so that you end up with sparkling clear molasses.   Judging the right time to stop the boiling requires skill of the 
experienced, as getting the timing wrong means you end up with sugar instead.   
 
The end result is nectar.  Goodness knows how many calories or kilojoules are in a serving.  As children we used 
to race to the Molasses shed after school to eat the arrowroot cooked into a delicious desert with molasses.  The 
arrowroot tasted a lot better when eaten from the bowl (boat) cut from the trunk of a banana tree and a spoon 
carved from the hard skin of the sugar cane.  We called the arrowroot desert ‘hoopay’ a nickname only Pitcairners 
should know the meaning.  Bobs Valley is close in proximity to the Molasses shed.  I hear the men were licking 
their lips dreaming about eating hoopay in banana boats but hopefully they didn’t have long to wait.   
 

 
 
There is a hive of COTTAGE INDUSTRY springing up on Pitcairn.  
What with Olive and Michele’s Beauty Salon, Browns bakery and 
now Carol, Darralyn and Charlene’s Wednesday  takeaway 
service  which sprang up on 25 July 2007.   You place your order 
on Tuesdays and on Wednesdays they can deliver to your door, 
breakfast, lunch and dinner.  That’s service for you.   
 
On the menu are fish balls, three for one dollar.  Did I hear that 
Dobrey ordered 60 fish balls in one order?  Mum even ordered 
pilhi.  Now why would two of Pitcairn’s women order two of the 
most loved Pitcairn dishes when they can make them themselves?  
Well those two dishes are amongst the most time consuming 
dishes to prepare and cook and as they are the two oldest women 
on Pitcairn, Mum is 80 and Dobrey 84 and not a grey hair in sight, 
why make them when you can buy them home cooked?  What a 
treat.  Who said coconut cream and deep frying shortens your life? 
   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
BROWNS BAKERY  is still thriving 
although Meralda’s cakes are off the 
menu as she has run out of eggs.   
Dennis had to rummage around in his 
freezer for Flakey Pastry to give to 
Pauline to make his standing order of 
meat pies. Dave’s standing bread order 
is now so large he starts baking on 
Thursdays. Pastor usually kick starts 
trading with a prayer and last Friday 
Simba the very large Alaskan Malamute 
dog synchronized his Amen perfectly 
with Pastor.  The next supply ship is due 
towards the end of August and is 
eagerly awaited for new supplies. 
 

 



 
JUSTICE: 

 
We are still waiting for: 
 
1.  The verdicts on: 

a.  The appeal against conviction 
b. The crowns two appeals against sentences 

As at 13 August 2007 it is 52 days since the hearings and we have heard nothing, at least nothing official.  On 
10 August 2007, the Pitcairn bush telegraph went into full swing.  It is alleged that the Court of Appeal told the 
Deputy Governor, who told the Governors rep on Pitcairn, who told the Mayor and others, who told the bush 
telegraph, that the verdicts will be announced sometime soon after 16 August 2007.  If true it is 
understandable that it has caused upset as it appears the defence lawyers were not told nor were the convicts 
and their families who were amongst the last to know.    
  

2. The appeal court hearing for the other accused convicted of the gang rape is set down for 8 – 10 October 
2007. 

3. The case Governor v Salt in which the former Commissioner Leon Salt is seeking to have some 4,000 
documents relating to the police investigation on Pitcairn made public, seems set to move forward after almost 
three years.  Leon Salt says that shocking abuses of power can flourish only in secret.  In the full light of public 
scrutiny they wither and die.  He quotes Edmund Burke for his reason for pursuing this case.  “The only thing 
necessary for the triumph of evil is for good men to do nothing.”  The case is re-opening with a case 
management conference on 2 October 2007.  

 
     4. Bobs Valley residents are down to four.  The fifth person went home on Home Detention on Sunday 5 August 

2007 following a hearing on 25 July 2007 via Video link with the Parole Board, defence lawyer and interested 
parties on Pitcairn.  We now have two persons on Home Detention confined to their respective designated 
areas.  Olive can now cut back on three letters per week and we now expect less internal mail in the future.   

 
July’s tally of mail was:  In  =  221  Out = 246 
 

 
Judge, OBE, QSM    
 
Certain members of the cast involved 
in the investigation and trials have 
been either made a Judge, awarded an 
OBE and QSM (Queens medals) for 
services to Pitcairn.  
 
Perhaps a little hasty?  I wonder who 
will get the SIR and DAME titles and 
who will get the Queens Council title? 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
EVE TULL  
 
…..and the bad publicity continues.  In a recent issue of the glossy 
magazine EVE, a UK publication circulated in the UK and 
internationally, was a three page article on Pitcairn titled ‘PITCAIRN:  
WHY I’M GOING BACK TO FACE MY ABUSERS” .  Jacqui Christian’s 
story which was told in the ‘first person’ covered the same old stories.  
There were the usual colour photographs of the men, including one 
with the man who was acquitted of her charge.  Her written apology to 
the men exposed by this article concluded with the excuse that “it just 
goes to show that journalists cannot be trusted” and that “the 
circulation number was small” but to us a circulation number of just 
one is enough to open old wounds.   It makes it hard to “move forward” 
like the Commissioner is urging the islanders to do.  

 
TOURISM BOARD 
 
One of Pitcairn’s urgent projects is to increase tourism.  Way back when the Wellesley Group were interested in 
building a tourism adventure resort on Pitcairn the then mayor, Steve Christian thought it would be a very good idea 
if Pitcairn were to set up its own Tourism venture.  Recently a tourism board was formally set up and regular 
meetings held.  One of the Boards concerns was the constant world wide bad publicity about Pitcairn and how it 
would affect the viability of Tourism.   I understand this concern was raised many times following the screening of 
the documentary ‘Trouble in Paradise’ in Britain in the New Year and again in New Zealand in May 2007, coupled 
with the wholesale slaughter of us in the print media as a result of the documentary.  Jacqui who is a member of the 
tourism board again featured strongly throughout the documentary and the print media.  When this concern was 
raised with her she announced that she is now in talks with the Current Affairs program 60 Minutes who is currently 
making another documentary on Pitcairn based on the trials and aftermath.  This, despite her written statement that 
journalists cannot be trusted.  Dismay all round.  She had been suspended from the Tourism Board, but four of its 
members resigned in protest to her appearing on 60 Minutes to bring more devastation to the island.  It seems a 
new Tourism Board is rising from the ashes, with Jacqui once again a member.  

 
 



 

Bradley and newest sister Adrianna 

 
 
 
 
Birthday boy  Bradley turned six on August 
2007 and celebrated with a party at great 
granddad Lens house.  Bradley is first cousin to 
Raa and Christian and older brother to Emily, 
Ryan and Adrianna, Pitcairn’s newest recruit 
and Adrian Cooke, QC’s namesake. 
 

  

THE BIRTHDAY BOY AT HIS PARTY 

 
The Carpenters and Builders  are hard at work building Kerry and Heathers house up at Big Flower.  
There was a concreting day when many hands made light work.  Jay has also bulldozed another site in 
readiness for building the new house for the visiting Doctors to live.  I Google Earthed Pitcairn recently 
and zoomed in on Adamstown.  Home looks really, really great.   The silver and grey roofs show up the 
best as it is hard to distinguish the green roofs amongst the greenery.  Someone needs to tell Google to 
update their photos as Karis house is still showing her rusty red roof instead of the new one.  
 
Pipco  had a community day on Sunday 5 August 2007 which ended with a public dinner at the square. 
 
The Heart of Gold:  I asked Dennis, who goes fishing for the men in Bobs Valley?  He said mostly Dave 
and his son David.  I asked who does this and that for the wives and families of the men?  He said, 
mostly Dave and David.  Dave, lots of “outsiders” call you “the mouth” because you are outspoken.  Well 
right now we need outspoken people like you on Pitcairn.  We need more leaders and you can be one.  
We need people with hearts like yours.  No one has disagreed with me yet when I say you have the 
biggest heart of all.   

 
Ben un Julie 
 
The email list for the newsletter is growing and some have asked 
“Who are you?”  I’m Julie Christian, my family who live on Pitcairn is 
mum Irma and brother Dennis, the postmaster and florist to the men in 
Bobs Valley.  I’ve lived in Auckland, New Zealand since 1973 returning 
to Pitcairn for brief trips from time to time.   
 
My son Ben is aged 17 and is in his last year (year 13) of college.  We 
are going to Pitcairn on the Saga Rose cruise ship due there on 3 
February 2008.  Ben will take a gap year and spend up to a year on 
Pitcairn, hopefully working on the breakwater, if it goes ahead, after 
which he will return to Auckland to do a University degree in Town 
Planning.  Ben has been to Pitcairn twice and is looking forward to 
going back.   

 

 
BEN – SCHOOL PHOTO 2007 

 



 
UCKLEN WHO NOR LEV ORN PITCAIRN 
(Pitcairner’s who do not live on Pitcairn) 

 
 

 

 

 
 

Christian (L)  and Raa with their longboats in the bath and riding their truck at home 
 
TANIA IN NEW ZEALAND TULL 
 
My two sons, 3 year old Raa & 2 year old Christian McNabney couldn't wait to have a bath with their new 
longboats, built by their uncle Shawn, back on Pitcairn Island.  I rung Mum one day to put an order in to Dad 
or the brothers, that my 2 boys needed a Pitcairn toy longboat.  So a couple of months later the boats turned 
up in the mail.  The poor longboats must get dizzy from being pushed & dragged around the house, then back 
to the bath tub for bath time where it gets loaded up with all sorts of toys.  A job well done Shawn, the boys 
love it.  Raa & Christian have settled well with living in Auckland, New Zealand.  Christian had no choice, as 
he was born in New Zealand.  I do try to talk to them in Pitkern as much as I can.  Now and then Raa asks 
Wut you tull?, or wut you say?   Christian is taking his time to talk, which doesn't bother us, as Raa and I (what 
James reckons) makes up for about 4 people talking.  Come the day when he starts, he probably won't stop.  
The boys enjoy their motorbikes (like their Daddy).  We do lots of trips on weekends to go and ride on 
motocross tracks.  Poor James loads the trailer with more of the boys toys & bikes than our own riding 
gear.  When we do go away on trips, the boys look forward to the heated swimming pools at the motels.  Trips 
up North means closer to the sea, so in goes the fishing rod as well.  Raa loves to fish, and Christian just 
wants to get in the water.  Maybe Raa will take after my fishing talents. Hehehe We do plan to come back 
home to Pitcairn for a well deserved holiday, hopefully next year.  Just depending on James work load.  He 
hopes to spend the next year building his parents house & 2 sheds.  Then with luck, we can come home.   
Well, the sun has finally shone here, so I better go get some washing done.  Tek et easy all...  Until next 
time............................Tania, James, Raa & Christian 
(Tania is daughter of Olive and Steve and only sister to Trent (Norfolk Island) and Randy and Shawn. 
 

 
 
REEVE AND NOLA COOZE IN NEW ZEALAND: 
 
According to their birth certificates Reeve and Nole are not Pitcairners.  But according to ucklen, they are.  
They talk Pitkern talk, eat Pitkern weckle (food) and Reeve has been one of our most outspoken “Pitcairner” in 
recent years, giving interviews on radio, television and the print media.  Sadly in May 2007 they lost their 57 
year old daughter Lynn to illness, two months after diagnosis.  Our belated condolences go to their family.  
When tragedy strikes you tend to take stock of your life.  Reeve who lived on Pitcairn from the age of two 
(1928) and left at the age of 18 (1944) recently returned to the church.  He lives with Nole in Whangarei, New 
Zealand in the same area as Pastor Rays family whom they know.   Reeve took Nole to Pitcairn in 1987 for 
five months and returned there with Pony and Langford in 1994 – 1995.  He told me that one of his proudest 
moments ever, was election day on his last visit when he was dragged out of bed early in the morning and 
told to come to the courthouse and vote - because he was a Pitcairner .  Reeve has asked me to quote a 
couple of passages from Exodus 23. 
 
Exodus: Chapter 2 3, Verse 1  – Thou shalt not raise a false report: put not thine hand with the wicked to be 
an unrighteous witness.  Verse 8 – And thou shalt take no gift: for the gift blindeth the wise, and perverteth the 
words of the righteous. 
 
PS  Hi Reeve where’s the photo of you and Nole?  

 



 
POLITICS 
 
In the last month or two Pitcairners on and off Pitcairn have barraged each other with group emails on the latest British 
proposals for Government on Pitcairn.   
 
Politics seems to have arrived with a vengeance.  Emotions are running very, very high at the present time.  Following 
a failed Charter Workshop last week I hear Mike Warren vented his frustration in his sugar cane patch and took less 
than an hour to get rid of every single blade of grass. 
 
Commissioner Leslie Jacques announced in a speech to the audience in Auckland Museum in January that there 
would be major changes in Pitcairn Council.  When we consulted the island, wondering about these changes, nobody 
knew anything about it, not even Council members.  The February and May 2007 Council Minutes mentions a new 
structure for Council but no invitation for council or anyone else to consult about it.  
 
At a Council meeting on Wednesday, 18 July, the Commissioner distributed a draft charter to council members, 
announcing that this document was long over-due and set out the basis for a partnership between Pitcairn and the UK.  
The charter promised among other things, open transparent accountable government and self determination. 
Councilors were asked not to discuss this with the community until after a further Council meeting the following 
Monday.  Contrary to the claims for the new partnership, transparency was forgotten when it was declared that this 
Council meeting would be closed to the public. 
 
Following the 23 July Council meeting, a Charter was made available to selected members of the public, by email.  
Not sure why it wasn’t posted on the Public Notice Board as some people were unhappy at not being given the 
opportunity to read the proposal prior to the workshop.  The document proposes a new structure for the Island Council.   
 
Currently  Council consists of the Mayor, elected triennially, four councillors elected annually, the Chairman of the 
Internal Committee elected annually, the Island Secretary appointed by the Governor and a further member nominated 
by the Governor (from among those who would be eligible for election) with full voting rights, the Governor’s 
Representative (who has no voting rights) and an advisory member appointed by the elected Council with no voting 
rights.  Six of the voting members are democratically elected while two are appointed by the Governor. 
 
The new proposed  Council would have eight democratically elected members and four appointed by the Governor, all 
with voting rights.  Two of those appointed, it is proposed, would be the Governor’s Representative and the 
Commissioner, who normally resides in New Zealand. 
 
To many, it is difficult to see how the proposed arrangement will provide greater self-determination.  Clearly, doubling 
the voting power of the Governor’s appointees, while increasing the elected members by just two, would surely have 
the affect of giving the Governor and Commissioner considerably more control.  
 
A workshop public meeting was called for Monday 9 August at the suggestion of council members. The public were 
given the understanding that this would be their opportunity to comment upon the proposed charter.  Instead however, 
the Commissioner, assisted by Jacqui Christian, gave a power point presentation of the proposed charter and allowed 
minimal discussion or questioning.  Many are now fearful that the voice of their Council will become a puppet show 
under the control of the Governor. 
 
Community members are hopeful that they will have the opportunity to seek independent advice from those outside 
involved in constitutional law.  It has also been suggested that the UN Committee of 24 established to provide for 
global decolonization, could also be invited to have input. 
 
One of the controversies is that a very short deadline of weeks was set for approving the proposed Charter and the 

phrase on the front page of the document  “Or, this may be the last generation.” caused concern.   
 
We say what’s the hurry?  We need to speak up and be heard.  We also need independent expert advice. 
 
 
E&OE - If I have left out some news it is because you didn’t tulla me.  So please tulla me some news and send me some 
photos.  My email address is  Julie@customcredit.co.nz 
 

 
In researching various websites on Human Rights and Constitutions someone came across this quote by: Rev Martin 
Niemoller (Nazi Prison Survivor)  
 
"First they arrested the Communists -- but I was not a Communist, so I did nothing. Then they came for the Social 
Democrats, but I was not a Social Democrat, so I did nothing. Then they arrested the trade unionists -- and I did 
nothing because I was not one. And then they came for the Jews and the Catholics, but I was neither a Jew nor a 
Catholic and I did nothing. At last they came and arrested me -- and there was no one left to do anything about  
It."   


