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MERALDA TULL   

FROM AUTE TO TAPA CLOTH  
 
For nearly 6 decades the sound of the E’I have been silent on Pitcairn Island.  The women in my Grandmothers era 
defied the elders of the church, singing and chanted to the rhythm of the E’I beating against the doodwi log.  Sad to say 
the tradition of Tapa cloth making was lost as Pitcairn became so strict in the churches teachings that Dancing was 
immorally wrong and chanting was a big no no. 
 

Finding our way, the newly formed Ahu sisters have been gathering what little information we can on how to bring back 
the art of the Tapa.  Sue Pearson had blank E’I beaters made and we had to groove them ourselves.  Pauline Barff 
researched and made her tapa cloth on Huahine, Tahiti.  Jean Clarkson and Sue pounded out the bark of the Banana 
tree in Auckland, New Zealand. 
  

On this November 5th morning, I was determined to start the project after reading what I can from a book Pauline sent 
me and from other information passed my way. Quickly I sorted out a piece of Aute from the Garden and started to 
prepare the stick.  The book said to bite the bark…Yukk…but a plumbers pliers was just the thing and quickly I saw why 
the stick was bitten before stripping the entire bark of its stick. 
 

Cautiously I rolled the bark inside out and with a knife removed the outer bark.  A shell as described in the book quickly 
took the green bark from the Aute and the water washed it all clean on my sloping board.  Now the hairs on my neck was 
prickly as I took the E’I and started the pounding using the Big a pili side first.  The bark was over a log and it quickly 
spread itself out with each pounding of my E Í.  Although I have never done it before it all came naturally and soon I had 
this stretched out piece of bark about 150mm by 500mm.  It looked a bit thin so I went and cut another piece and 
pounded that out then pounded them together finishing with the flat side of the E’I.  My pieces didn’t quite match each 
other due to the different age of the Aute so I cut the whole thing in 2 pieces and made 2 smaller ones. 
 

The pieces are being dried out on a Towel.  I hope to be able to make a good design that would make us proud. 
Thank you Ahu sister for your determination that we keep our tradition.    
 

Aute is the name of a tree.  E’I is the name of the wooden club (beater).  Doodwi is the name of a tree.  Warde , we look 
forward to seeing the finished product. 

 
Nadine and Adrianna have been at it, again. 
 
Nadine handsewed another Quilt  and put it up for sale on the 
internet.  It sold for the princely sum.  Well done Nadine.  You must 
heed the advice and make heaps of cushion covers and smaller 
quilts.  You will end up doing a roaring trade, I am sure.   
 
As for little Adrianna.  Someone should tell her that when you try to 
eat mummys dinner when she isn’t looking, one must use a spoon or 
fork instead of ‘look mum, no hands’.   

�  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

HALLOWEEN 

 
 
All the school kids, six in all (not the pre school 
kids) did the rounds on Halloween, led by Ariel 
the oldest, and ended up with three baskets 
full of sweets and lollies, enough to last them 
all till Christmas.  

�

GUY FAWKES 
5 November is Guy Fawkes day.  Here in NZ there is much controversy 
over whether Fireworks should be banned because some believe it is too 
dangerous.  Growing up on Pitcairn, Guy Fawkes day was much 
celebrated.  I can remember the huge bonfires out at the school and on 
the beach at Oeno.  In the photo, Olive is holding her first prize Guy.  Not 
sure who is in the middle – could be Steve!!!    
Photo - Guys with Olive (L) & Julie (me) (R)  
Photo courtesy of Pastor Cobbin – 1960 



BITS AND PIECES 
 

ISLAND SECRETARY – On Pitcairn the compulsory retirement age for Government positions is aged 65.  The current 
Island Secretary will retire this month.  Three people applied for the position and after being interviewed by the Acting 
Mayor & Chairman, on Pitcairn and the Mayor, Deputy Governor and Deputy Commissioner in Auckland (by videolink), 
Heather Menzies partner of Kerry Young (Pat and Clarences son) was chosen to fill the position.  The Secretary is 
present at all our Council and public meetings, taking minutes, and shares the office with the Government Treasurer. 
Congratulations Heather. 
 

FISH CLUB – I hear a new fishing club has started up on Pitcairn for those interested in fishing and having a fryup.   
 

COURT APPEAL – No verdict yet on the appeal hearing from October.  I understand the three judges have requested 
further affidavits.   Nothing new to report.  (PS.  Some may think the trials are over.  THEY ARE NOT) 
 

Mail Statistics  for October =  IN  198  and  OUT 206 
 
 
JULIE APOLOGISES 
 
In the October newsletter I wrote an article titled “In a publ ic place”.  Below is an email I recently received from 
Mike Lupton-Christian which reads as follows: 
 
“From: Mike and Brenda Christian [mailto:mikebren@christian.pn] Sent: Thursday, 18 October 2007 11:15 a.m.  
To: Julie   Cc: George Fergusson; Leslie Jaques  Subject: Pitcairn News 
 
May I refer you to the October Edition of Pitcairn News, Reflection on Pitcairn Funerals, Kari Tull and the last line of the 
second paragraph in the article headed “In a Public Place.”  I wish to inform you that I have never spoken to Vula about 
the incidents which occurred on Pitcairn.  I completely deny that I am alleged to have said and I quote “that if he had a 
gun he would blow the men’s heads off.”  I request that a retraction of my alleged quote is made in the next edition of 
Pitcairn News. Any failure to do so will leave me no option but to seek legal advice on the matter. 
Michael Lupton-Christian”   
 
While Mr Lupton-Christian does not deny saying the things we can prove from the written press and recorded 
television news I have no written or recorded proof that what I a lleged he said to Vula is actually correct.  To 
enter into protracted arguments through the courts that might involv e her family and other members of the 
community  on a “he said, we said” basis is non productive to her mem ory, family or to the community in 
moving forwards.  If Mr Lupton-Christian says he did not say to Vula  what I alleged he said then I accept his 
honesty and I apologise.   
 
 

JULIE COMMENTS:  For those who may not know, George Fergusson is Pitcairns Governor and Leslie Jacques is 
Pitcairns Commissioner.  Mr Lupton-Christian adviced he has remained neutral throughout the Pitcairn troubles.  That is 
good to hear.  He also advice “With lots of hindsight the folk that have let the boys down were their defence lawyers.”  I’m 
not sure everyone will agree with that but we all have opinions, don’t we?  At the height of the media frenzy emails and 
postings on chat sites like FOP flew left right and centre.  Many wrote things they may now wish they hadn’t.  I consider 
those years to be dark years in our history as some very ugly things were said and written.  Not many of us can now 
deny or wish they weren’t said because they were and are on record in print, DVD, Video and sitting on your PC not to 
be forgotten for a long time to come.  We still talk about the Mutiny on the Bounty and I place what has happened 
recently in the same category.  That is my opinion.   
 

Why I include controversial news 
 

I started this newsletter for family and friends who are interest in all news about Pitcairn and Pitcairners, ON and OFF 
Pitcairn.  Sometimes I write news with certain friends in mind, news that may not interest the majority.  If news happens 
in a Public place that upsets the majority of the community and I am asked by them to write about it then it is likely I will 
write about it.  Some have commented that the newsletter is getting too political.  So be it.  I believe changes to 
Constitutions and Charter without consultation is very big news and needs to be told.  I believe court judgments and 
progress on court proceedings should also be told. I am mindful of the small community and the effect some news can 
have on some of them.  Following the funeral I received quite a few telephone calls from friends asking me to tull the 
story.  I believed it impacted greatly on the majority of the community so I told it.  The newsletter and some attachments 
may be available from time to time on Mike Warrens website www.onlinepitcairn.com.   Thanks to all yorley who tull.  Ef 
anybody wunt a tull please tulla me orn julie@customcredit.co.nz .   Hooray. 

 
 
I hear there is recent debate going on around the meaning of the word “quisling” which has the meaning ‘collaborator 
or traitor’.  In recent times I have discovered two further English words “disingenuous” meaning dishonest and 
insincere  and “disinformation” meaning false information intended to mislead 
 


